
For special project #10, online platform Arshake is pleased to host Tutorial Sirtaki by Elena Bellantoni and 
Mariana Ferratto, the third part of project Pas de deux, a horizontal choral work investigating the creative 
process through its sources, those of a growing number of authors who agreed to collaborate. 
The questions posed by the authors on the creative process, to date directed at more than 30 artists, re-
ceived replies in as many video tutorials that were surprisingly diverse from each other, both in form and 
content. Over the course of three months one video will be published every three days on Arshake’s ban-
ner, and gradually made available on a dedicated page that can be accessed on the website and released 
on the internet through the Vimeo Channel.

“We chose this process,” explain the two authors, “the tutorial, for each artist to share his or her own artistic 
practice horizontally with other artists. We want artists to tell us what their creative process is like, we want to dis-
cover the tools that are the basis of an artistic idea. We’re not interested in the finished product, the work, but in its 
genesis, from what and from which conditions it emerges.”

Tutorial Sirtaki evolved from Pas de deux, expanding the use of collaborative approaches: from crowdfund-
ing to make video installations at the Careof DOCVA residency programme in Milan, to Facebook, used 
to recruit participants for the collective perfomance La Milonga Pas de deux, staged in Rome in the public 
space of Villa Ada Park (June 2015). This fluid extension of the Tutorial Sirtaki experience, the continua-
tion of a phase of the project previously concluded with its presentation within the exhibition Gran Pala-
zzo (Palazzo Rospigliosi, Zagarolo 2016), launches the work towards new evolutions and transformations. 
In the spirit of Sirtaki, the popular Greek dance that in its circle formation opens continuously to new 
participants, the project follows the same rhythm, intended for continuous growth. 

Reflections on the extension of creativity to collaborative works and the relationship between art and 
criticism are discussed extensively in Il gioco dei destini Incrociati. Tra arte e critica d’arte, ovvero il caso di 
Elena Bellantoni (The Game of the Crossed Destinies. Between art and critique, or the case of Elena Bellantoni) by 



Simona Brunetti, the seventh issue of “Critical Grounds”, an Arshake publishing project led by Antonello 
Tolve, which introduces it as “a precious reflection that, from the revolutionary impact of the thinking 
of Duchamp to that of Lyotard, Menna, Danto and other eminent art theorists, builds an itinerary on the 
creative work as a critical device.”

Elena Bellantoni (Vibo Valentia, 1975) uses relational dynamics employing language and the body as tools of inter-
action to investigate concepts of identity and otherness. Her research is translated visually through the media of 
video, performance, drawing and writing. 

Mariana Ferratto (Rome, 1979) reflects on issues related to identity and relationships. She employs the body as an 
investigative and interactive tool, and she uses video and installation as media.

Artists who have contributed to Tutorial Sirtaki to date include*: Giorgia Accorsi, Alessio Ancillai, Sara Basta, An-
gelo Bellobono, Marco Bernardi, Bianco – Valente, Zaelia Bishop, John Cascone, Francesco Ciavaglioli, Ermanno 
Cristini, Giovanni De Angelis, Elisabetta Di Sopra, Federica Di Carlo, Iginio De Luca, Cristina Falasca, Raffaele Fio-
rella, Stefania Galegati, Sandra Hauser, Maria Rosa Jijon, Miriam Laplant, H.H. Lim, Domenico Antonio Mancini, 
Luca Mauceri, Stefano Minzi, Emanuele Napolitano, Christian Niccoli, Valerio Rocco Orlando, Leonardo Petrucci, 
Mariagrazia Pontorno, Marta Roberti, Nicola Rotiroti, Navid Azimi Sajadi, Alessandro Scarabello, Alice Schivardi, 
Sacha Turchi, Delphine Valli, Serena Vestrucci, Virginia Zanetti.

*The project is in progress. The up-to-date artists list is available on the dedicated project page and the Wunderbar website.

Arshake (www.arshake.com) is an online platform founded in 2013 that deals, from a practical as much as theo-
retical standpoint, with “technology” in its dovetailing with art and the broader context of contemporary culture 
and society. The project began with the intention of building an ecosystem that takes shape from artistic and 
publishing works to structure itself over time as a true work of architecture, “habitable” by different entities, both 
underground and institutional. 

Special Project #10 Tutorial Sirtaki was realized in collaboration with Wunderbar 

LINKS

www.arshake.com

www.arshake.com/tutorial-sirtaki-blog

www.wunderbarproject.it


